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On the English Subjunctive Mood Again
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Abstract
Teachers often drill students in automatically rewriting the indicative mood into the subjunctive mood in order

to make them understand a set of forms of a verb denoting a hypothetical events or state. This methodology,

however, is inconsistent with the following example:

If Elvis were still alive, he would be dead by now

(http‘//semantics-online.org/blog/) .

In fact, this kind of the subjunctive mood is regarded as an exception and is usually not taught in Japanese

classrooms, in spite of being used by native speakers of English.

By reconsidering my previous analysis (Nakagawa, 2006), from a cognitive perspective, this article integrates

some cases of the English subjunctive mood into one coherent explanation.
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(4) T wish I could be as cold as a man can be.
(Wordbanks)

(5) I wish I were as slim as she is.
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(6) If John had come to the party tomorrow, he would
have met you. (Dancygier(1998: 33)
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(7) If they invited her to the conference, she would
have attended.
(Quirk et al.(1985:1012))
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(8 “If she wasn't in the mood to talk she could have
stuck it under a pillow.”
(L. McMurtry, Terms of Endearment)
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(9) I went shopping after I finished my homework.
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(10) If it will rain tomorrow, we might as well cancel
the match now.
(Haegeman & Wekker (1984:48))
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(11) I wish I were a bird.
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(12) Barbara wishes that Kim's weaning be

accomplished with minimal emotional pain.
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(13) A Tiny’s cooking the breakfast this morning.
B: Oh good-it’s about time he helped out with the
cooking.
(Leech (20043:125))
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(14) : I will not marry you.

: If you were the last man in the world,
I wouldn’t marry you.
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(15) : I am not a bird, so I cannot fly to

you at once.

: If I were a bird, I could fly to you at

once.
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(16) If Elvis were still alive, he would be dead by now.
(http‘//semantics-online.org/blog/)
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(17) I wouldn’t marry you, if you were the last man in
the world.
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(18) Even if Elvis were still alive, he would be dead by

now.

(19) T wouldn't marry you, even if you were the last
man in the world.
(Swan (2005:192))

DFEY, FEHRNREREEZ A TND ZD 2 DONGERE
I, IR ETHD 2 E, AR OSRME A HCE
WCHWD Z L2 L > T &Nt %E = LT DHDT
b5, ZHUL, BAGECBOTHROAESCO X 5 IZFkE
DFINE 2D,

Q0) kD3 FESTH, HBDFE-TH, BRITEIZRWITIT
<&


http://semantics-online.org/blog/�

AR L T EOWHETH Y, FELFNHSOLRE R
AT DD I FEHRRIA F 77 —ThdH D,

9. {EHROFEEZWS T HINEE

BIEMAR LB AT, ZoRE S LT HDOICE
Ak WD OOMGEEZ D O E > TRRBIE
%o ZOBHEIIESME AR THLEE LT C BNEHT K
172 2 SOMFUTHHIFL TN ENHTH S,
Langacker(1990:319) 4 25| Zffis#{k LM ~d &
RDOLHITIA D,

@1
/"-—__-—“'\
4 @) Y=EE

e

©

BESMEERE LTORELT L, BEMbOXtR &7 H it
FUE, EREFIRE D, IEIFRAZRER & e T D,
EICon5 LI, [F UBEES b S A7 AR & Bt
RChoTH, BUEMIUIEE LTI, SHBHNIES
LD BIHEWETIALE ST HILTn5, ZOESbs
NTARABIE SR E BRI 72, BIREAEE W) ST
BT, FERPRI7ZRBHR L I o TN D,

(22) If Nakata had been playing, Japan would have

won.
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(23) He talked as if he were an expert in economics.
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(24) I wished she were at home when I called.
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(25) ‘Of course, if it was me,” he said quietly, Td have
done something before now. I wouldn’t be staying in
school like a good boy, I'd be out there looking for him.
(Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
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